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· Keep your kitchen bin lined with newpaper, paper bags or 

boxboard. 
 
· Make sure the lid is always tightly closed. 
 
· Spray your bin with vinegar or sprinkle with baking soda. 
 
· Empty your kitchen bin into your green cart regularly. 
 
· Wrap food waste tightly in newspaper or place in a paper 

bag. 
 
· Put meat and fish waste into a paper bag and freeze it until 

collection day. 
 
· Wash your kitchen bin each time you empty into the green cart. 
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Acceptable Bin Liners 

No plastic bags of any 
kind 

Cereal Box 
Popcorn bag 

(paper) Newspaper Paper bags 
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· Cover the larvae (maggots) with salt, vinegar, powdered 
garden lime or pour boiling water with a mild detergent 
over them. 

 
· Rinse the cart with water or a water/vinegar mix. 
 
· Allow your green cart to completely dry before use. 
 

· If at all possible, keep the cart in a shady area out of 
direct sunlight. 

 
· Line the bottom of your cart with 

newspaper, paper egg carton, drink 
trays or a  pizza box to absorb 
moisture. 

 
· Layer food waste with dry leaf and 

yard waste or shredded paper. 
 
· Put your green cart out for collection 

every collection day even when it isn’t 
full. 

 
· After each collection, tip over your green cart to pour 

out any residual liquid in the bottom of your cart. 
 
· Rinse out your cart after collection and wash with a 

water/vinegar mix or a mild non-toxic detergent. 
 
· Keep the lid of your green cart closed. 
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Following many of the tips 

on this page will help 
reduce the chances of a 

bear visiting your property.  
Here are a few more helpful 

hints: 
 
· Store household waste 

bins (garbage, recycling 
and green cart) in an 
area not accessible to 
bears; like a garage or 
shed. 

· Remove ripened fruit 
from trees and ground.   

 
Report problem bears to 
1-866-514-BEAR (2327).  
If you are in immediate 

danger call 911.  
 

For information on the 
Bear Wise Program visit  

ontario.ca/bearwise  


